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On Feb. 24 at the conclusion of a five-day meeting of 300 delegates from Brazil's 20 indigenous
tribes, Kayapo tribal chief Paulinho Payakan said that Brazilian Indians will henceforth monitor
the government to prevent further destruction of the Amazon rain forest by the construction of
hydroelectric dams. The meeting took place in Altamira, Para state, northern Brazil. The summit,
the first of its kind in Brazilian history, was organized to oppose the planned construction in
four years of a dam on the Xingu River, a tributary of the Amazon. The dam would flood 1,200
sq.km. of traditional Kayapo tribal lands and displace 280 members of the tribe. The Brazilian
government plans to build 80 such hydroelectric dams by the year 2010. The concluding statement,
read by Payakan, emphasized the need to "respect our sea nature," and warns against "destroying
the forests and rivers, who are our fathers." The statement reiterated opposition against the
"construction of the dam on the Xingu River and on other rivers of the Amazon, because they
are a threat to the indigenous peoples." Government officials said that despite the summit, and a
protest march by 3,000 in Altamira on Feb. 23, Brasilia intends to go ahead and build the dam. Indian
delegates did not participate in the march because, as Txucarramae tribal chief Raoni said, "This
form of protest belongs to the whites, not to the Indians." The only concession made by government
representatives at the meeting was a pledge to change the name of the planned dam, from Kararao
to the Portuguese name of Belo Monte. Kararao is a sacred Kayapo war cry. (Basic data from AFP,
02/24/89)
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